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Implemented in early 2015 under the Toxics Reduction Program, the Living List 
Framework now posted to Ontario’s Environmental Registry opens the door to making 
changes to the list of Toxic Substances under Ontario’s Toxics Reduction Act (TRA).  
 
 

What Is The Living List Framework? 
The Living List Framework is a new process to guide the review and to make changes, 
additions, or deletions to the prescribed lists of Toxic Substances and/or Substances of 
Concern.  Development of the Framework was led by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment 
and Climate Change (MOECC), and guided by a multi-stakeholder working group and public 
comment process.   
 
 

Why Was It Created? 
The Living List Framework was created to offer an opportunity to nominate substances for 
deletion or a change to how they are listed, such as to the volume threshold or listed definition. 
Substances currently on the list of Toxic Substances drive onerous regulatory requirements.  
They must be tracked and reported annually, with plans developed to reduce their use or 
creation, and annual plan reports and summaries prepared - even if there is no safety concern, 
ability, or intention to reduce the use or creation of a substance.  Having the ability to propose 
changes to this list has the potential to positively impact a manufacturer’s cost of compliance. 
 

How Do I Nominate A Substance? 
Under the Framework, nominations for a change to the status of substances can be made by 
government or the public.  These will be screened against specific criteria, with successful 
nominations subjected to government review and public consultation.   
 
Nominators must submit a supporting rationale with their request to add, delete, or change the 
status of a substance.  The Living List Framework considers both scientific and practical 
evidence:  environmental data, human health data and/or contextual information related to the 
use or creation of the substance in Ontario.  Information will be considered confidential as 
appropriate under Ontario legislation.  A guidance document will be available to facilitate 
nominations. Nominations can be submitted at any time.     
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Government’s review of successfully nominated substances will evaluate the hazard profile 
plus the contextual information, within the mandate of the Toxics Reduction Act.  Expert input 
will be sought when needed, such as in the case of any data gaps or uncertainty.  
Encouragingly, government “may also consider costs to industry under a regulatory impact 
assessment (RIA) as well as any economic/environmental benefits of any proposed changes to 
the list of prescribed substances.”  Proposals to add, delete, or change substances will be 
posted for public comment.  Final decisions by MOECC will also be posted online along with 
anticipated implementation timing.  
 
 

Next Steps for Members 
Provision members may wish to consider candidate substances for which a nomination for 
deletion or a change to the listing may be appropriate.  In parallel, it can be expected that public 
organizations may nominate substances for addition to the list.  While change is not expected to 
be easy, the new Framework presents an opportunity.  Credible and thoughtful nominations by 
industry can effectively pilot the new Living List Framework and help lead to successful 
outcomes.   
 
See the Living List Framework for more information. 
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